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there were five or six missionaries in this region,
their efforts would not be fruitless, especially among
the Assiniboels and the koatiouaks, who are much
more tractable than the others. But what can one
poor mortal do in such an extent of country, the
very limits of which are as yet unknown? Scarcely
have we fairly entered upon the question of religion
with some one of the natives, and commenced to
entertain some faint hope of his conversion, than,
confronted with the necessity of supplying the wants
of life, he has to betake himself to a wandering
life in the Woods. There the demon invents a
thousand subterfuges to turn him from his purpose,
and makes him ashamed that he ever lent an ear to
what was said to him about religion. Were there
several missionaries here, it would be otherwise.
They would be stationed at different points, and
could head off, as it were, the roving savage, who,
if he escaped from one, would fall into the hands of
another. But independently of this, I am altogether
too weak and too unworthy to inaugurate a work which
would require a missionary of consummate holiness.
I submitted this to my superiors before my departure,
but my representations were not deemed of any
weight. A promise, however, was made to send me
a companion this year; if one comes, I hope through
the mercy of God that in a few years I shall be able
to give you news which will be satisfactory. Before
the new missionary can reach me here, I think that
I shall have acquired a pretty complete knowledge of
the language of the Kristinaux and a smattering of
that of the Assiniboels, for Providence has endowed
me with a certain facility in mastering these odd
jargons. After all, my Reverend Father, what the



